
BRAKE JOB INSTRUCTIONS 

SAFTY # 1 

 Park the vehicle on a dry, flat surface and install wheel chocks. Be sure to wear safety 

glasses and protective gloves. Be careful when lifting the car. Use secure jack points for 

the jack and jack stands/lift. 

CHECK THE BRAKE FLUID LEVEL 

   

 Open the hood and check the brake fluid reservoir. If it’s full, some fluid needs to be 

removed. This will help avoid spillage due to overflow when compressing the brake 

caliper piston. 

RAISE THE VEHICLE AND REMOVE THE WHEEL 

 Loosen the lug nuts with a breaker bar and socket while the wheel is on the ground and 

stationary. Raise the vehicle with a hydraulic jack from a secure point. Place a jack stand 

or stands under the appropriate points and safely lower the vehicle onto the jack stands. 

Remove the lug nuts and the wheel. 

REMOVE THE BOLTS AND THE CALIPER 

·         You should be able to reach the caliper bolts pretty easily. Turning the wheel left or right 

will provide easier access. Once the caliper is removed, suspend it with a bungee cord. Note: 

Removing the caliper may require different steps on your vehicle. 

REMOVE THE OLD PADS AND ROTOR 

·         Inspect the old pads for uneven wear patterns. Uneven wear is an indicator of the pad or 

pads ‘sticking’ due to lack of lubricant, worn pad or caliper hardware, or a sticking caliper 

piston. The brake pad box will have a guide to reference when inspecting for uneven wear. 

·         Once the pads are off, remove the rotor. On many vehicles, you’ll need to remove the 

caliper mounting bracket in order to remove the rotor. The brake caliper bolts to the brake caliper 

mounting bracket which bolts to the spindle assembly. To remove the brake rotor, first remove 

the brake caliper and then remove the brake caliper bracket. This will allow access to the rotor. 

·         When removing the rotor, watch out for rust or uneven wear. You may need help from a 

rust penetrant like PB B’laster or a mallet to finish removing it from the hub assembly. 

  

CLEAN THE ROTOR MOUNTING SURFACE 

https://www.autozone.com/greases-and-gear-oil/penetrating-oil?intcmp=BLG:CTA:20181012:00000000:OIL:BLOG-CTA
https://www.autozone.com/tools-and-equipment/hammers?intcmp=BLG:CTA:20181012:00000000:TLS:BLOG-CTA


 The hub surface needs to be cleaned with a wire brush to remove rust and debris. This 

will ensure the new rotor sits flush on the hub and eliminates the possibility of pedal 

pulsation. Rust as thin as a sheet of paper can translate to pedal pulsation. 

  

CLEAN THE NEW ROTOR 

 Grab some break cleaner because some rotors come with a rust fighting protection 

coating, so you can skip this step if you’ve got those. 

  

 INSTALL THE NEW ROTOR 

Some rotors might come with a Philips screwdriver screw to release the rotor. 

INSTALL BRAKE HARDWARE 

 Replace the brake hardware with new hardware. When worn, old brake hardware creates 

vibrations that is heard in the form of brake noise at low stopping speeds. These clips 

should be replaced with each brake job. Make sure to apply brake lubricant at the slider 

contact points before installing the hardware. 

  

 GET BRAKE PADS READY TO INSTALL 

 Note the wear-sensor position orientation to install the pads correctly. Different pads 

have varying wear-sensor placement. Some pad sets have wear sensors on just the inner 

pads, some on all four pads, and some do not have wear sensors. 

  

 INSTALL NEW BRAKE PADS 

 Looking good over here! 

  

INSPECT BRAKE CALIPER AND PISTON, THEN COMPRESS 

 Look at the brake caliper and piston and inspect it for any brake fluid seepage. If the 

caliper and piston are clean, use the front/rear disc brake pad spreader set to safely seat 

the caliper piston. On some rear disc brakes, the caliper pistons screw in, and require the 

disc brake pad spreader set to be seated properly. 

https://www.autozone.com/cleaning-tools/brush?intcmp=BLG:CTA:20181012:00000000:TLS:BLOG-CTA
https://www.autozone.com/greases-and-gear-oil/brake-lube?intcmp=BLG:CTA:20181012:00000000:SLA:BLOG-CTA
https://www.autozone.com/test-scan-and-specialty-tools/brake-tool?intcmp=BLG:CTA:20181012:00000000:SLA:BLOG-CTA


  

INSTALL THE CALIPER 

 Take the caliper off the bungee cord and put it back on. VERY IMPORTANT – DO NOT 

OVERTIGHTEN the caliper bolts. This can lead to much bigger problems. Start 

tightening the bolts with a socket, then use a torque wrench to tighten the bolts correctly. 

Consult a service manual for proper torque specs. 

 


